[11eq 31 JO Wl 3y 1B (pal) Sueliejualel|ied
10 |0JU0D 3Y) Japun 8S0Y) pue (an|q) seiud
pa||03u0d SsijeAoy sy smoys dew siy).

OHlﬂOWSlHOd

HOHYNHD1SIYHD

NOLdINVHLNOS O

AEISV\IOHO
NOJ.I):IEIHDO OHEIJ.SEIHDNIM

ONOJ.'IV
OWVHNHV:IOEISﬂOH ONISVd

O YINOANV

"J0ys 3|A1S-I91S1Ued YUM WOOZ
01 dn pue ||eq yim wQg9 Jo abues e pey uoilay) 1e sedaid ay|
"ubISap pue SIS UISHIP JO sunb o sbuels e JO Pa3SISUOd AI3||iy

"9|gRIANIOURW SIOW
910}213Y} pue painoulie Ajineay ssa| alam Ing ‘suodeam Jejiwis pasn
‘U011 18 AI[eARD 31 JO ¥NQ Y} pawlo} oym ‘sisisnganbiey

3y "pJoMms pue auigied ‘sjoisid pated pue painowile Ajiaeay alom
sJalsselind ay] “Aljeaed jo sadA} omy a1am aiay] sdoou} us) 0} a4y}
}O 1SISUOD PINOD JUBWIBAI Vv "UleIded e Jo pUuRWIWOD 3y} Japun

UsW Qg PUB G7 UdaM1aq Jo doody e sem Aljeaed 4o 1un Jiseq ay |

"}eqUIOd puey O}-puey Ul gn|d> e se pasn 3q os|e
p|no> 11 ‘639 01 dn Buiybiom unb ayi Yum ing ‘peojal 01 Spuodds
09—0€ J99123SNW PaduaLIAXS Ue 300} 3| "WOQ| o abuels e yum
S|qUew e Jo azIs ay} ||eq pes| e buuily ‘abieyd urew sy Jo buimas
Jade} buluing-mo|s e Ag pally Sem 193snwi 3d0jydiew buipeoj-1uo.
9y Japmod Jo abieyd paINsesw B YUM SIauieluod buny yoiym
WoJ} 153U By} Ssoude Bunis 13q Jayiea| e ajopueq SAIDUNSIP 9yl
alom Asy] "sdnoub |jews ul Aj|ed11oey ‘poopA Uolay D Ul se 10 AS|jon
BUIIEISEASD P J9AII9P O} 9SSEW U Pasn 94 JYHe P|Nod SI991aysn|A

‘uoiysoddo sy ybnouyy BuiALp piemloy uod} ul 3soyl paysnd syuel
1eal 9y} ‘19w ax1d JO S320|g OM] UBYAN “AWBUS By} 1B Pa||aAs)| SHuel
994y} JU0I4 3y} 4O sId By} Yyum dasp syues 3ybia S310|q Ul pools
‘|991S yum paddiy 93id yse 1004 9| e sem uodeam ulew asoym
‘uswia¥id sy "yoes usw Q7| 0} 00| 4O Saluedwod JO PaWIOY
SJ9913SNW pue UswaId JO PIISISUOD S)USWIBDI 1004 JBAA [IAID

VM ANV SNOdV3IM

WINCHESTER IN THE
CIVIL WAR

A detail of Arnald’s painting, c1810, showing Cromwell's artillery train
approaching Winchester

As in most places in Britain, the loyalties of the people of
Winchester were divided. Of the city’s two MPs, one supported
parliament and the other the king. The city sat in a major strategic
position, controlling the road from Southampton to the north, and
the western road from Portsmouth. As a result, the city was to pay
a heavy price. In December 1642 the Royalists entered Winchester
Castle, closely pursued by Parliamentarians who captured

and ransacked the city. The next day the ill-prepared Royalists
surrendered the castle. In 1643 the city and castle were retaken by
the Royalists and the defences of both were strengthened. In 1644,
after the Battle of Cheriton, the Parliamentarians under Waller once
again captured and sacked the city, although the castle remained
in Royalist hands. The castle was taken by Oliver Cromwell on 5
October 1645 and soon after was blown up and made unusable.

You can also download this
leaflet and our other trails from
visitwinchester.co.uk

iy veis
Winchester’s Official tourist viaDucT way | |
guides run tours on some of
these fascinating themes. See

winchestertouristguides.com
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How to get there

The walk starts from the car pa

rk of the Hinton Arms,

grid reference SU 5906 2785, 10 kms east of Winchester
on the A272. You can leave your car at the pub but please

park considerately.

Buses: Stagecoachiservice 67 Winchester to Petersfield.
Nearest stop New Cheriton Crossroads.

The full walk is 8% kms long, taking 3 — 3% hours but you
can create shorter circular routes using the map overleaf.
There are some gentle inclines with surfaces ranging from

dirt tracks to tarmac road. Rem
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ember to wear appropriate

footwear and always follow the Countryside Code.

Winchester,
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Originally produced by the Battle of Cheriton Project Ltd as
part of a programme of activities explaining the importance
of this battlefield and of the events that unfolded across
Hampshire during the English Civil War in 1644.

For further information log onto www.battlefieldstrust.com

If you would like this/leaflet in a
larger format, please contact the
visitor information centre

01962 840500

tourism@winchester.gov.uk
visitwinchester.co.uk
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The Battle of Cheriton was a major turning point in
the English Civil War and resulted in an important
Parliamentarian victory that helped shape the future
of England. Follow this trail that sets out from the
Parliamentarian camp at Hinton Ampner and embark
on the walk taken by the troops on 29 March 1644 to
the Cheriton Battlefield, tracing the movements of the
soldiers who shaped our nation.
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CHERITON BATTLE FIELD WALK

TICHBORNE\DOWN
ROYALISTS b

p &
4“‘
e
7
u 1)
AN
.
I ¢
N \
Badshearl \
Lane N A Y
: \ Alresford Lane
‘
(7) N 2e \
\
) Y
. . CHERITON
\ A WOOD
1 \
\
\ Broad Lane
1 \
\ \
Upper
1 Lamborough %
1 Lane »

e es e b, EAST DOWN @‘\
0;

Cheriton Lane ——
Sunken o @ ® ® @' & o- @I
Lane .l & ~ =~

@ ™ = o --------"® =

'CHERITON \ A272
! \
\

Battlefield walk \g 4 Y

) s
Other footpaths ° e oo oe e O

)
Cannon e Hinton
Arms

Pikemen v
Musketeers

PARLIAMENTARIAN

a This walk begins in the
car park of The Hinton Arms
public house. The landscape of
hedgerows, lanes, and woods
has hardly changed since the
day of the battle. As you leave
the car park turn right, taking
care as you follow the path
along the side of the A272. It
is barely light on the morning
of 29 March 1644, the eve

of battle. A thick mist lingers
in the valley and clings to the
slopes of the ridge of high
ground on your right. Leaving

Cheriton to its fate, you walk on.

e At this point on the road,
as the light improves, you are
greeted by an awesome sight.
Looming out of the mist, in
the fields on your right, is the
Parliamentary force, 10,000
strong. It is so close you can
smell the horses and hear the
shouts of command. To the
rear are the cannon, in the

centre the main body of troops,

pikemen and musketeers,
flanked to left and right by
cavalry. Just past the bus

stop on your left turn north
away from the main road and
continue up the gentle incline
on the north side of the shallow
valley.

9 You have attempted to
clear the Parliamentarian lines
but through the morning mist
you begin to make out the
distinctive sounds of troops and
cavalry preparing for battle. This
is the Royalist force of 7,000
and they are directly ahead of
you, although it is impossible
to say how far. It is time to try
and exit the battlefield, but it
may already be too late. At the
crossroads turn right, along
Cheriton Lane.

e As you reach the end of
the lane you hear the sound

of musket shots, mingled with
shouts and cries, some distance
away on your left. The battle
has begun. Now curiosity

gets the better of you, you
must have a closer look. This

is your chance to see history

in the making. Turn north off

of Cheriton Lane along a short
stretch of track joining Alresford
Lane. Follow this route to the
edge of Cheriton Wood.

e During the night the
Parliamentarian commander,

William Waller, positioned a
mixed force of cannon, cavalry
and musket in the wood in an
attempt to outflank the Royalist
line. Ralph Hopton, the Royalist
commander, quickly moved

to counter the threat, sending
a force of 1,000 musketeers

to take the wood. The sound
of fighting is getting closer.
Several riderless horses come
careering out of the trees, with
the remaining Parliamentary
troops close behind. Hopton's
musketeers, now using their
muskets as clubs, have routed
Waller's inexperienced London
Brigade who are now in full
retreat back to the safety of
their own lines, and you are

in their way! You continue
towards the relative safety of
the Royalist position, after all,
they do appear to be winning...
Continue along Alresford Lane.

g

6 After you reach the end of
the lane, continue on a short
distance along the road which
will then bear right taking you
to a T junction and the site of a
memorial commemorating the
troops from both sides who lost
their lives during the battle. This
high ground, occupied by the
Royalist force, offers the best
view of the battlefield. Cheriton
Wood, now in Royalist

hands, can be seen on

the left although the main
Parliamentary army

is obscured by East Down in the
middle distance. Hopton now
takes the decision to move his
troops forward onto this ridge.
You decide to follow. Re-trace
your steps along the road to
the junction with Alresford
Lane, and continue along the
road as it bears right onto
Badshear Lane.

a At this point turn left, off
the road, along the footpath.
You can clearly hear the sound
of battle as you approach the
ridge, a position the Royalist

commanders were content to
hold. But one of their officers,
Sir Henry Bard, has rashly

led his infantry in an attack.
Surprised by Parliamentarian
cavalry, his men are being cut
to pieces.

e As you reach the ridge
turn right, along the rear of the
Royalist lines. Bard’s action

has resulted in increasing
numbers of Royalist troops
being committed to the attack.
Losing the advantage of the
high ground, they engage with
the advancing Parliamentarian
musketeers. Fierce fighting has
broken out all along the line.
With one last roll of the die the
Royalists send in their cavalry.

9 Turn left down the

lane towards Cheriton. The
terrain only allows the cavalry
to advance in small groups
down two lanes and you
follow one towards Cheriton.
Parliamentarian troopers are
deployed and waiting for them.
Outnumbered and hemmed in
by the deep sunken lanes, they

are beaten back. Now Waller
makes his move. Looping round
both flanks of the Royalist
force, his infantry advance,
every ditch and hedgerow is
contested as the Royalists begin
to give ground.

@ Turn right down the
sunken hollow of Cheriton
lane. Battle rages in the fields
above and the wreckage litters
the fields. As many as 500 may
have died with many

more wounded. The Royalists
have been forced back to their
original position from

where Hopton will make an
ordered retreat to Basing
House, sacking Alresford on
his way. Our story of the battle
is now over and your journey
through it almost at an end.
Walk back along the lane and
turn right towards the road.
Returning to the A272, turn left
back to the Hinton Arms.




